PHOENIX 1988 SMOFCON 5
PROGRESS REPORT 1
HOWDY!

The dates are December 9-11, 1988 and the location is the Hyatt
Regency Phoenix in lovely downtown Phoenix, Arizona.

The subject of much of the programming at the 1988 SMOFCon will
be Convention Communications, which is being interpreted in a
very broad sense. The focus will be on a range of options for
each available means of communication and we'll try to make the
material salient for all sizes of conventions wherever possible
(or else mention where different options might be applicable).

Attendance is expected to be in the range of 70-100 people with

most coming from the Western U.S. We'll be making an extra
effort to attract con runners and other interested parties from
all over the U.S. This will be done by direct mailings to con

committees of many U.S. and Canadian conventions as well as to
attendees of past SMOFCons, those on the CON GAMES mailing list
(which includes about 250 people and conventions), and those who
are bidding for future Worldcons and WesterCons. There's a large
local fandom in the Phoenix and Tucson area and we expect 30-40
of them to attend, so there will certainly be a Western
convention perspective to the proceedings.

We will have two more PR's before the 1988 SMOFCon occurs. The
next will focus on further Program development, give a list of
members, and will begin the process of assigning people to
panels. PR 2 will be out at the end of August. The third PR
will complete the assignment of people to panels, selection of
topics, have more detailed instructions on how to get to the 1988
SMOFCon, and will have what we hope will be a final membership
list. This final PR will go out by the end of October.

WE WANT YOUR COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS! Please let us know your
thoughts on the material in the PR's. It's still early enough to
change most things mentioned in PR 1 (except the dates and hotel,
naturally). We look forward to seeing you at the 1988 SMOFCon!

PROGRAMMING

The main purpose of this first Progress Report is to start
firming up the Program and to refine the current list of topics.
Our theme of "Convention Communications" is currently planned to
be in up to half of the formal Program. We will Dbegin
programming at 8 pm on Friday, December 9, 1988 and will continue
through 5 pm on Sunday, December 11, 1988.

The main track of the daytime Program will consist of 3-5 person
panels and will generally run an hour each event with 50 minutes
of acutal Program and 10 minutes for changeover. Most of the
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Theme topics will be in the main track. Parallel to the main
track with the same starting and ending times will be a track
primarily of discussion groups that will wusually only have a
moderator pre-assigned. The area for the main track seats about
120 and the secondary track is in a lounge next to the main track
room and seats about 30. Amplification is available for the main
track only, unless we feel the need to bring in a portable
system. When only the main track is running, the lounge will be
used for continuation of discussions that continue after
conclusion of the main track.

Enclosed is the proposed Program. We would like your input on
these subjects, need to find who is interested in being on the
panels/would 1like to be moderator (please let us know your
related experience on the subject), and solicit opinions
regarding other subjects that should be covered. We are also
noting whether these subjects are presently considered main
program (mp) or secondary track (st).

To make this easier for making comments, we are numbering the
events so that you can use the back side or another sheet to key
your remarks. We might even be bright enough to put a malllng
surface on one part of the questionnaire. Might.

Our goal is to have everyone involved to some extent in the
Program. If you don't want to be involved directly, we hope to
at least have you as a responding member of the audience.

THE HYATT REGENCY PHOENIX

Our hotel is a Hyatt Regency with the large, open atrium. We've
used or are about to use this Hyag% fOr /7 local .canventions .as
wel%mas two WesterCons, a Worldcon , the 1987 North American SF
Con™, and several fringe conventions.

A reservation card is enclosed. The sleeping room rate is $60
for single/quad occupancy (the preprinted card only goes to
double, however, and it remarks that a maximum of 3 are allowed
per Freom.TVthi's Ys~not so). Rollaways, if needed, are $15 per
Aigh¥s As to suites, they're wrong again. Their normal suite
rates are on the card, but their sales department again confirms
to us that the rate is $60 per room (for example, a bedroom +
parlour = §120 not $200, and 2 bedrooms + parlour = $180 not
$300). We didn't bother to have them reprint since y'all should
be sophisticated enough to read this PR and understand. PLEASE
CONTACT US IF THERE ARE ANY PROBLEMS! !

The con hospitality suite is on the 3rd floor (which is also the
pool level) and there are sleeping rooms and suites available on
the third floor. Please book your rooms as you wish, but the 3rd
floor or 4th floor would probably be your best bets. The
function rooms are on the 2nd floor and can be reached by
stairway as well as by elevator from the 3rd and 4th floors
(okay, they can be reached that way from all floors for that






