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GENERAL INFORMATION

Pricing guide: Average dinner for one, including tax and tips, excluding drinks:

($) = Under $10, ($$) = $11-$20, ($$$) = $21-$30, ($$$$) = Over $30.

(*) indicates one of the best restaurants of its kind in Tucson. Prices and hours
subject to change. An alphabetical listing of restaurants, and an index by category
is provided in the back of the guide.

Although Tucson is not a large city (population about 500,000), it boasts a
surprisingly large number of good restaurants. Specialties here are Sonoran
Mexican (see below), ranch-style “cowboy food,” fresh seafood (Tucson is less
than 200 miles from the Sea of Cortez), and the extremely trendy “New
Southwestem” which blends these styles with Native American elements and
nouvelle cuisine.

Dress is usually extremely casual. In family restaurants, shorts and t-shirts are usually
acceptable, even for dinner. Even in the fanciest restaurants, ties are optional for
gentlemen, though you'll probably want to wear a jacket. (At one restaurant,
Pinnacle Peak, they’ll cut your tie off with a pair of scissors!)

Nearly all Tucson restaurants have large non-smoking sections (in fact, it's often
harder to find tables in the smoking section). Since Tucson has a lot of retirees and
health-conscious citizens, many restaurants make a point of offering low-fat, low-
salt, and low-calorie meals. (Look for the little “hearts” on the menus.) Tucson is
also very well equipped with facilities for the handicapped.

Arizona state sales tax is five percent; within the city of Tucson, the total is seven
percent. Except as noted, most restaurants take all major credit cards, and many
will also accept out-of-state checks with proper identification. If the listing says
“reservations recommended,” it’s best to call ahead at least four hours before
dining.
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GETTING AROUND

As you've probably already figured out, Tucson is a “car town.” While there are a
lot of excellent restaurants in the city, you'll need a car (or reasonable facsimile) to
get to most of them. Luckily, Tucson has wide, well-designed streets, and a fairly
simple square grid with major avenues at one mile intervals. Most Tucson streets
have the same numbering system. For example, the 5500 blocks of all east-west
streets start at Craycroft Avenue. Even numbers are usually (but not always!) on the
south and east sides of streets. Don't wony if you overshoot your destination.
Tucson'’s convenient U-tum lanes make it easy to tum around and come back on
the correct side of the street.

With one exception (Mexican restaurants, which get their own section), this guide
is organized by area, in order by increasing distance from the Doubletree. We've
mentioned a few of the noteworthy attractions near several of the restaurants
listed. And while all of the restaurants we've included have food that ranges from
good to excellent, some of them are worth visiting as much for their surroundings
as for their food.

WALKING DISTANCE

Unfortunately, the Doubletree Hotel is somewhat isolated from the rest of Tucson if
you don't have a car. However, there are two high quality eating establishments
right here in the hotel:

[#1] THE CACTUS ROSE ($$) specializes in Westem and Southwestem dishes with
a continental touch. Food is excellent, if a bit pricey for hotel fare. The salad bar is
very good, and there will be a champagne brunch on Sunday. Reservations are
recommended during the convention for both lunch and dinner. Doubletree
Hotel, 445 S. Alvernon. Sun-Thurs 6:30 am-9:30 pm, Fri-Sat to 10:30 pm. 881-
4200

[#2] THE JAVELINA CANTINA ($$) features home-grown entertainment in a
convivial setting. The ambiance is postmodem Pancho Villa. (A javelina is a
Southwestemn cousin to the wild boar.) Music ranges from country-rock to fifties
doo-wop, and the bar food is surprisingly good. Doubletree Hotel, 445 S.
Alvemon. Daily 11 am-1am 881-4200

Pricing guide: Average dinner for one, including tax and tips, excluding drinks:
($) = Under $10, ($3) = $11-3$20, ($$$) = $21-$30, ($$$%$) = Over $30.
(*) indicates one of the best restaurants of its kind in Tucson.
































































