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Welcome to Contact VII

CONTACT is a national academic conference which brings
together some of the nation's foremost scientists, science
fiction writers and artists to exchange ideas, explore
possibilities and stimulate new perspectives about
humanity's future. Our goal: To encourage serious and
creative interdisciplinary speculation guided by the
principles of science.

Each year we meet at CONTACT to promote the integration of
human factors into space age research and policy,
emphasize the interaction of the Arts and Sciences and
their technologies, and develop ethical approaches in
cross-cultural contact, whenever and wherever it occurs.

SYMPOSIA: Interdisciplinary forums in which
professional scientists, writers and artists present scholarly
papers for publication and for discussion with the
audience.

THE BATESON PROJECT: A seminar of invited experts each
year addresses a selected topic of academic and public
interest relating to our future on Earth or in space.

CULTURES OF THE IMAGINATION: An experiment in creation
- participants design an integrated world, alien life form
and culture, and simulate contact with a future human
society.

WORKSHOPS: Educational mini-courses directed by
professionals provide theoretical background and "hands-
on" experience in world construction, bioform design,
culture building, inter-cultural contact, etc.




GREGORY BATESON

Even during the earliest stages of planning several
years ago for a conference linking speculative
anthropology with speculative fiction, it seemed clear that
the guest of honor should be University of California -

Regent and teacher Gregory Bateson. Anthropology
claimed him because his focus was ever on the human
being. But no single discipline could circumscribe his

intellect. His early commitment to the natural sciences was
basic to anthropology but also to psychiatry,
communications, cybernetics, and perhaps some fields that
as yet have no names. His rangc of interest is illustrated by

his major works: Naven; Balinese Character: a
Photographic Analysis: C_o_rLu_c_aI_og_._t_s_S_Q_c_ml_Mm_o_f

Psychiatry; Steps to an Ecology of Mind and Mind and
Nature.

As a scientist, he showed a genius for abstracting

principles from data. As an academician, he challenged
intellectual complacency and mediocrity whenever he
found them. And, in his wake, he left expanded

perspectives. Though his death on July 4, 1980 has made it

~ inconvenient for him to join us in person, his tradition of
exploring possibilities and stimulating ideas is still with us.
He has led us to a more comprehensive vision of our place
in nature and what it means to be human. Thus, it is to
Gregory Bateson that CONTACT is respectfully dedicated.

- Jim Funaro
















































