




TusCon 36
The Best Little Sci-Fi, Fantasy & Horror Convention in Arizona!

Featured Guests and Panelists
Paul Bradford
Emma Bull
Elaine Charton
Kate Daniel
Carol De Priest
Paul Edwards
Gilead
Brian Gross
Larry Hammer

Patti Hultstrand
Donald Jacques
Jill Knowles
Pamela D Lloyd
Dennis McKiernan
Ester Mitchell
Yvonne Navarro
Adam Niswander
Frankie Robertson

Will Shetterly
Janni Lee Simner
Mike Stackpole
David Lee Summers
Larry Vela
John Vornholt
Michele M. Welch
Catherine Wells
Bruce Wiley

TusCon 36
MOVIE PRESENTATION 

A NAIL BITING SPECULATIVE THRILLER!!! 

CCAAPPRRIICCOORRNN  
OONNEE  

The mission to Mars was a hoax 
but the murders were real… 

Elliott Gould  James Brolin  Brenda Vaccaro  Sam Waterston 
O.J. Simpson  Hal Holbrook  Karen Black  Telly Savalas

Saturday, November 14
8:00 PM 

WIN A PRIZE!!! 

FOLLOWING THE MOVIE,  
JOIN A DISCUSSION: 

 - Challenges of a manned Mars expedition 
- Hoaxes and space missions 

(Movie Location: Video Rm./ Discussion: St. Augustine Rm.) 
         

Sponsored by the 

TUCSON L5 SPACE SOCIETY 
A Chapter of the National Space Society 

www.tucsonspacesociety.org

Weston Ochse
Author Guest of Honor 

Liz Hans0n
Fan Guest of Honor 

Dr. Paul Carter 
Special Guest 

 Ed Bryant
Toastmaster
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She Who Must Be Obeyed	 Sue Thing
Programming	 Frances Gross
Registration	 Mira Domsky, Darcy Kurtzweg
Dealers Room	 Nora Rankin
Art Show	 Julie Hamann, Cristi Simila
Video Film Program	 Wolf Forrest, Fred Kurtzweg
Con Suite and Cookie Fairy	 Marji Kosky
Anime Room	 Meghann Darrah
CosPlay	 Wendy Trakes
Computer/LAN Gaming	 Avery Davis
Table-top Gaming	 Bo Radikovich, SAGA
Program Book Editor	 Daniel Arthur
Program Book Layout & Design	 Debbie Arthur
Webmonkey & E-mail	 Brian Gross
Guest Hospitality	 Yvette Tang
Advertising and Historian	 Carol De Priest
Security	 Gary Hayes
Group Wrangler	 Scott Glener
Tucson Space Society Liaison	 Ben Nault
Freebies & Previews	 Daniel Arthur, Richard Bolinski
Staff		
		 Joe Palmer, Rebecca Hayes, Bruce Wiley, Peggy Wiley, 	James Kosky, 	
		 A.J. Kosky, Crissy Vinni, Marcia Nelson, Ray Sierra

Cover	 Gary Hayes
Inside Art 	 Liz Danforth, Deb Dedon, Wolf Forrest, 			 
		  Leslie D�Allesandro Hawes, Gary Hayes, Lee Seed

The TusCon 36 Program Book is published by BASFA (Baja Arizona Science Fiction 
Association), a non-pro�t, 501(c)4 organization. Donations are not tax-deductible. 
Please send all inquiries to TusCon, PO Box 2528, Tucson, AZ 85702-2528.

View either of our web sites at: 
	 home.earthlink.net/~basfa/ 
	 www.tusconsci�con.com

TusCon 36 Committee
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writing a paper explaining why one shouldn�t do so � back�red when �e 
Original Weston set out a full list of all the words that his teacher, shall we say, 
wasn�t expecting to see in his assignment, along with painstaking and detailed 
explanations regarding the precise meaning (and proper spelling) of each.

I won�t go into great detail about �e Original Weston�s U.S. Army years 
a�er high school, because our fair government wouldn�t want a lot of that to 
become public knowledge (and probably not for the reasons most people 
think).  Su�ce to say not only did he receive training in human intelligence, he 
went on to become an expert at it.  Having a conversation and a drink with Wes 
is pure entertainment: his sense of humor, sparkling blue eyes and engaging 
grin go perfectly with a ready sense of humor and his undivided interest in 
everything about you.  And it isn�t until later � a day, a week, whenever � that 
you realize he somehow persuaded you to give him your social security number, 
your bank PIN, and that location where you buried the key to Uncle Henry�s 
secret safety deposit box.  And while �e Original Weston tells everyone he said 
�No, thank you,� certain people in the know are convinced that somewhere in 
New Guinea is a warehouse in which a New Guinea tribal princess, the gi� of a 
certain tribal chief, waits patiently for �e Original Weston�s return.

But �e Original Weston has been reined in and those days are behind 
him.  Now he spends his time in sunny southern Arizona, writing, working, and 
enjoying the clear, clean air 
by the Huachuca Mountains.  
He�s completed more novels, 
stories, and articles, earned his 
Master�s degree in Creative 
Writing, and even been 
awarded a job promotion.  
�e world can rest easy and 
we can all sit back and enjoy 
Weston�s great �ction.  A�er all, 
with titles like Seven Stains in 
the Jesus Pool, Tender Hearts 
Taste Be�er in Bu�er, Chorus 
of Earthly Rage, Swimming 
Naked with �oreau, and �e 
Qualities of Mercy (that one 
really makes you wonder), 
what could we possibly have to 
be nervous about?

	 What, indeed?

The Original Weston
by Yvonne Navarro

I wonder if the world was ready for Weston 
Ochse when he was born?

You think I�m kidding.  I�m not.
Our esteemed Guest of Honor has wri�en 

numerous stories, non-�ction articles, reviews, and of 
course, novels.  He is the coauthor of the two wildly 
popular collections, Scarecrow Gods and Other 
Inbred Horrors and Appalachian Galapagos.  His 

work has won the Bram Stoker Award and been nominated for the Pushcart 
Prize.  He is personable and intelligent and an avid Elvis Presley fan.  His love 
for Elvis goes beyond the normal memorabilia, extending into a realm that 
includes a life-sized, talking animatronic Elvis head and a personalized license 
plate that reads BLUELVIS.  To get even more personal, he is an a�entive, 
considerate husband to fellow author Yvonne Navarro, a watchful, protective 
father to son Zachary and daughter Alexandra, a responsible owner of Great 
Danes and handfed parakeets, and a diligent and trusted employee of good old 
Uncle Sam.

But beyond the Weston Ochse so many know and love... ah.  
As a child, the Weston we know � let�s call him �e Original Weston � 

would be the sole reason behind a Tennessee school purchasing and installing 
its �rst intercom system.  Why?  So that the teacher could call the principal 
when �e Original Weston misbehaved (again), and the principal could 
demand, for everyone to hear, �Weston Ochse, come to my o�ce right now!�  
As a slightly older child, �e Original Weston would chase old men down the 
street, threatening them with dead snakes until his victims would literally pay 
him to be le� alone.  

With his mother�s readings of Ishmael Reed�s I Am a Cowboy in the Boat of 
Ra rolling through his brain, �e Original Weston started writing at an early age.  
His �rst short story was published in a school newsle�er... and then immediately 
pulled and banned.  It seems the you-get-what-you-deserve message behind 
a boy who disobeys his mother and takes a forbidden shortcut through the 
woods was a bit too much for his peers and teachers.  It�s a safe assumption that 
the reason behind this was the somewhat graphic detailing of the boy�s tragic 
ending as a hungry bear�s bu�et de child.  Following that, the disciplinary 
measure visited on �e Original Weston for swearing in school � the task of 
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Appreciation for

Liz Hanson
by Larry Vela

I started going to conventions in 1981, and one person who has always stood 
out in my mind is Liz. At many of the conventions she was generally helping out on 
commi�ee doing ConSuite or Security. In the ConSuite, Liz always made me feel 
welcome, and did a great job of providing the comfort food. 

I became friends with her during a LepreCon convention where she and I 
traded news about folks who were on their way to becoming well-known writers 
and artists. Later, I would only see her at TusCon conventions a�er she and Eric 
Hanson dropped out of Phoenix fandom for a while. �e two of them would go to a 
steak house on Saturday before TusCon�s Masquerade with a group of Tucson and 
Phoenix friends each year. One year she invited me to join them, and to this day we 
still enjoy this tradition.

As I was gearing up to chair LepreCon 31, I asked several people to be on 
sta�. �e one person I had in mind for food service was Liz, who accepted without 
hesitation. She became valuable part of the core commi�ee that came up with 
ways to make it a be�er convention. Liz worked hard at serving a�endees the 
best possible food on a budget. When I ended up taking on the chairmanship of 
LepreCon 32, Liz accepted doing the same job at back-to-back conventions.

Over time Liz became one of my closest friends, someone I could talk to about 
things. She really stepped up to the plate when we were talking about who would 
chair LepreCon 34, and said she would do it.  Liz took the role as Chairman with 
the determination that it would be the best that it could be. 

With her hard work and support of conventions over so many years, Liz richly 
deserves her title of TusCon 36 Fan Guest of Honor. 

Paul Carter Never 
Fishes…
by Gloria McMillan

Sometimes the pro writers get a glazed stare 
and you know they aren�t listening to you, a 
nobody.  �ey are waiting to hear the Magic Words 
of  Praises. �en � Bling! � a connection with 
momentary a�ention.  Paul Carter is not like that.

As long as Paul Carter has been coming to 
TusCon, he has been stealthy. A man of mystery.  
Although we knew that he taught history as 
the University of Arizona, we never knew, for 
instance, that he was Phi Beta Kappa, nor how many books he had wri�en to 
great academic esteem.  His 1972 study �e Creation of Tomorrow: Fi�y Years 
of Science Fiction was the �rst analysis of magazine SF. Isaac Asimov found Paul�s 
understanding �impeccable.�  And he wrote published stories, such as �Unbalanced 
Equation� in F&SF January, 1956,  �In Excelsis� in F&SF  March 1984,  �Joram 
Among the Dogs�  in F & SF  August, 1988,  and more.  He wrote contributions to 
Marion Zimmer Bradley�s Fantasy Magazine, and �ction for anthologies edited by 
Judy Lynn Del Rey, David Gerrold, George Zebrowski, and numerous others.  In 
addition to his SF history, Paul has wri�en eight other history books, covering eras 
of U.S. history.

But, we did not know of this because Paul comes to conventions in stealth 
mode, as if he were a naïve neo-fan with nothing be�er to do but to listen to 
whomever he is talking to, hearing our achievements, our hopes, our dreams.  Look 
around.  You will �nd Paul in some corner really listening to somebody, but never 
�shing.

What I like most about Paul are his quiet, boyish grin, and the wonderful slide shows 
of the Science Fiction and Fantasy pulp covers he showed at the old Executive Inn. Paul�s 
many books, articles, stories and reviews are too numerous to list.  Paul, thanks for being 
our special guest at TusCon 36. � Ed.






















































