CopperCon X

September 7-9, 1990

The Safari Resort Hotel
4611 North Scottsdale Road
Scottsdale, Arizona 85251
(602) 945-0721
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FROM THE CHAIR

Here again is some information about our guests:

Keith Laumer — Author of the Lafayette O'Leary books, the James
Retief (galactic diplomat) series, and many individual novels of note
including Bolo, Plague of Demons, and Worlds of Imperium. Keith is
probably best known for his use of humor and satire in his books.

David Gerrold — Author of the War Against The Chtorr series,
Yesterday's Children, When Harlie Was One, and many other novels.
David is also the author of multiple Star Trek, Logan’s Run, and Land
Of The Lost television episodes and was story editor for Land Of The
Lostand Buck Rogers.

Julie Guthrie — Our artist guest of honor, Julie is an incredibly
talented sculptor. She has specialized in miniatures for gaming and
has created many figures for companies such as Ral Partha and
Grenadier.

Wilson “Bob” Tucker — Our fan guest of honor, Wilson has
been active in fandom since the 30's. He has published several
fanzines and began writing science fiction and mysteries in the 407s.
The most common theme in his science fiction is time travel. He also
wrote one of the finest novels of the cold-war era, The Long, Loud
Silence.

Autograph sessions will be scheduled for convention guests in the
dealers room.

A word about price: we are working to avoid raising prices but your
support is essential to holding our costs down. CASFS is a non-profit
organization — all the people working on the convention are
volunteers. See the back page of this Progress Report for more
information on volunteering.

We hope to attract about 200 more members than we had last year
— looking forward to seeing you there!

HOTEL

There have been some questions raised about the hotel in recent
weeks and | would like to set the record straight for all of us. The hotel
has come up with a short list of rules for all convention attendees who
are renting rooms. The list is not intended to “crack down” on any
group of people; rather it was designed to help provide for a more
pleasant and enjoyable time at the convention. The list is:

1. All CopperCon attendees renting a resort sleeping room must be
21 years old or older and must show proper 1.D.



2. No underage drinking will be allowed in any private sleeping
room or in public hotel space.

3. All registered attendees must display the conference name badge
at all times while on hotel property.

4. Quad occupancy is the maximum allowed in a two-bed room,
double occupancy in a one-bed room.

5. No more than 4 people are allowed to congregate in a sleeping
room unless it is a registered party room.

Most of this list is not new, we have been going to conventions and
staying at hotels with the same rules for many years. This is just the
first time that many of them have been printed as we thought most of
them were just common sense.

Yes, the hotel wants the person who rents the room to be at least 21
years old. Not really a hardship as the vast majority of our attendees
are over that anyway. If there isn't anybody in your group who is over
21, please come talk to me. As far as the underage drinking, that is
just stating the law.

The hotel has requested that all convention attendees wear their con
badges at all times. In the past we have just requested that you wear
them in convention areas. The hotel is considering the entire hotel,
with the exception of the lobby, restaurants, and bar, to be convention
areas and as such they request that you wear your badges at all times.
Once again not really a hardship as most of us wear them all the time
anyway.

Quad occupancy in a two-bed room, double occupancy in a single-
bed room is standard hotel practice. Just a word of advice: when you
make your hotel reservation, be sure to tell them how many beds you
will require. If you don't they may not have the correct room type for
your group.

The bit about no more than four people congregating in a sleeping
room is probably the most misunderstood part of this all. All the hotel
is trying to say is that if you are planning on throwing a party, of if you
are planning on large discussion groups or filking, or any other
activity that causes noise, please register your room as a party room.
The reason for this is that in the past we have had a lot of noise
complaints in the quiet areas of the hotel. If the front desk knows in
advance, they can place your room in the party area and then
everybody is happy. But don't worry if at the con you decide at the
drop of a hat to get together with a few of your friends in your room for
a discussion. We will not be breaking down doors to count the number
of heads in a given room. Just remember that the quiet area means
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that you should be quiet over there as somebody may be trying to
sleep.

Another bit of confusion with the hotel has been over room rates.
Please rest assured that the convention rate for rooms is $40 per night
per room for single through quad occupancy, based on your room type
(see #4 above). In addition to the room rate, please remember about
the sales tax that is owed on anything you buy. The sales tax on the
hotel rooms is approximately 10%.

The hotel this year is requiring a deposit of $40 for each room
rented. This is basically to help prevent damage to rooms. While very
few of our attendees are causing any damages to their rooms, the
vandalism they are causing is quite spectacular. As the rest of the
world works, the actions of a few have infringed on the rest of us. The
deposit is refundable when you check out after your sleeping room has
been checked. One word of advice about the deposit: the hotel is not
set up to hold checks for any period of time, so if your deposit is paid
by check they will deposit it in their bank and your refund will need to
be processed by the business office — a process that will take about
three weeks before your receive your refund. Cash will be refunded
when you check out, or | would suggest that you cover your room with
a credit card (as the card imprint will only be used if needed).

Also, the hotel has requested we pass on a simple request with
regards to the hotel restaurant and bar. These are common areas that
are used by the local mundanes every weekend. The hotel would
request that you use common sense when wearing costumes in these
areas — while your costume may be street legal, if it borders on areas
that are better left in manly magazines (and if you dont know what
these are, you have never visited my house), it really should not be
worn into the lobby or restaurant.

While a couple of these are new items, most of them are standard
common sense rules that we have lived with for many years. The
biggest difference is that this is the first time they have been in print
together. | hope that this eases any confusion you have about the hotel.
The Safari Resort is committed to our convention and will do
everything in their power to assist in your having a good time.

We never received hotel reservation cards, so you should contact the
hotel directly if you wish to reserve a room for the con. Inquiries can
be sent to:

Safari Resort
4611 N. Scottsdale Road



Scottsdale, AZ 85251
(602) 945-0721
Room reservations should be guaranteed with either a major credit
card or one night's room rental as a deposit. Rooms will be held until
6:00pm of the night you are planning on checking in. If you cannot
make it by that time, please let the hotel know so that they do not
release your room. See you in September!

— Eric Hanson

CONSUITE

ConSuite has become a convention job that nobody wants. Why?
Because most fans complain rather than appreciate it. In Phoenix, we
have come to expect a ConSuite (they aren't normal in other parts of
the country)... and not only that, but expect one that will feed us all
weekend, and feed us well!

The fact is, ConSuite gets to spend about $1.25 per person for the
whole weekend — obviously not enough to feed meals to everyone.
Even at $1.25 a head, ConSuite is the second largest chunk of the
convention's budget. Spending a lot of money is fine if there is a
return — but most of what you get with ConSuite is complaints.

In response, next year's convention chairs will be making changes
in ConSuite. ... they (and 1) will be trying different ways of tackling this
issue. If you have any suggestions, we'd love to hear them - so bend
our proverbial ears!

Now, off my soapbox and on to CopperCon’'s ConSuite. You have my
word that we'll do our best to make it a good place to sit and chat with
your friends, grab a munchie, and be entertained. While you're there,
look for the suggestion box and drop your ideas in. I'll make sure they
get to the people in charge! Thanks!

— Margaret Grady

REGISTRATION

Registration rules will be pretty much the same this year as in the past.
First and foremost is keep your badge with you at all times and guard it
carefully! Your badge is your key to the convention activities and if lost,
stolen, or simply left at home, will cost you money to replace. How much,
you ask? The answer is — whatever the membership rate is at the time
you try to replace the badge.

As to rates, that is one of the two things that will be different this year.
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