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WHAT IS THERE TO A
NASFiC?
Bruce Farr, Chairman

WE WERE authorized by the World
Science Fiction Society's 1985
convention, the WorldCon, in
Melbourne, Australia, to conduct a
science fiction/fantasy convention
called the NASFIiC. That stands for
North American Science Fiction
Convention. Our official name is
"CactusCon". A NASFiC is conducted
whenever the WorldCon is held outside
the USA (the 1987 WorldCon will be in
Brighton, England).

All of our attendees will be happy
to note our plans include:
1. Free beer in the Con Suite: by
buying hotel beer which is served by a
hotel bartender, we avoid current
liability insurance problems.
2. A Professional Stage, Lighting
System and Ballroom seating over 3000
. for the masquerade. (The facility even
has dressing rooms for participants!)
3. Convention discount buying power
when you arrange for us to buy party
supplies for bids and other groups.
4. Setup day for Artists and
Dealers will be Wednesday, September
2, before most of the convention
begins.
5. A Trade Show just prior to the
convention that should attract more
publishers and other professionals to
the con.
6. Discounted Suite Rates from all four
hotels, including our Party and :
Headquarters Hotel, the Hyatt Regency.
7. A Major Evening Program of
readings, panels and presentations.
8. More program opportunities and
first-class function space for diverse fan
interest groups such as comic and
gaming fans.
9. A Special Air Fare
Discount Price at 5% below American's
lowest rate ;
(including bargain specials)

for travel to our convention has been
arranged by Ladera Travel and
CactusCon.

10. Our Party Hotel, the Hyatt
Regency, has waived corkage for all
parties at the con.

11. And ... most important, listening
to you, the attendee, as to what you
want to see at the NASFiC!!

We expect 3000 to 5000 to attend
our convention, making it just slightly
smaller than a WorldCon. The only
major difference between our
convention and the WorldCon will be
that we won't be conducting the Hugo
Awards. CactusCon will be using the
facilities of two major convention
hotels as well as a giant convention
center, the Phoenix Civic Plaza (two
blocks from the furthest of our four
hotels, see map on page 7). The Plaza
will host the Main Program, Films,
Video, Art Show, Dealers' Room,
Masquerade and many other daytime
functions. Nighttime activities will be
in the hotels.

Let us know what you want to see at
CactusCon! This promises to be a truly
world-class convention, hosted by a
very experienced group, and we
welcome all of you to join us in
Phoenix in 1987!

UPCOMING IN PROGRESS

REPORT 3

THE NEXT PR will include a list of
confirmed professional attendees,

further Program Details, Hotel
Reservation Cards and much more about -
CactusCon, the 1987 NASFiC! Mailing
date is March 15, 1987 with anticipated
copy count of 3000.




VOLUNTEERS, PLEASE!
Sam Stubbs

HAVE YOU EVER worked on a
convention before? If so, we need you.
If not, you are just as welcome.

For a convention the size of
CactusCon, we will need at least 450
volunteers. The third of our Volunteer
Newsletters ("Sticky Issues") just went
out to the 248 volunteers so far on our
list. This publication keeps staff and
volunteers informed as to the progress of
the inner workings of the convention.

We are planning some events just for
our volunteers such as special visits and
signings by authors. Also, our
Volunteer and Staff Lounges are being
run by M.R. ("Hilde") Hildebrand, who
ran the great lounge at the Austin
NASFiC.

There are still many slots to fill, so
please get in touch with me via the
NASFiC PO Box 27201, Tempe AZ
85282. I would like to mention here
that handicapped volunteers are
especially welcome to join our ranks.

Send me your name, address, phone,
whether or not you have worked a con
before, and if so, in what area.
(Remember that newcomers are needed,
t0o.) Our only requirement is that you
must be sure to enjoy yourself at the
convention.

HOTEL UPDATE
Anita Bilek

WE HAVE ALMOST 1300 rooms blocked
at the four hotels that are closest to
Phoenix Civic Plaza. The two largest,

the Hyatt Regency (party and

headquarters hotel) and the Hilton, have
almost 1100 of our rooms and are next
door to each other. The Hyatt Regency

is just across the street from the main
entrance to the Plaza. (Please refer to

the map on the next page). The furthest

hotel is only two blocks away.

All rooms will be booked through a
Housing Bureau. Reservations Cards will
be in the next PR due out in March, 1987.
(Suites, including special rates, must be
arranged through the convention. Contact
Anita Bilek with your rooming needs.)

The following Hotel Rates are per
person, per day, are effective for the two
days prior to and after the con, subject to
state and local taxes
of 6.7%. (You will have your choice
among these four):

Hyatt Regency: 600 rooms blocked;
$59 for single or double; $65 for triple
or quad: Hilton, 475 rooms blocked, $60
for single plus $5 for each additional
person, children under 18 free when
accompanied with parent or guardian; San
Carlos (a charming historical landmark
with 12-foot ceilings in even the smallest
rooms), 90 rooms, $42 all rooms, all
days; Heritage, 100 rooms blocked, $55
for single, double, triple, quad, children
under 18 free when accompanied with
parent or guardian.

Remember, you can arrange for party
suites at special rates or you can
arrange to host a party in the Con Suite.
The convention will arrange to purchase
supplies for you at discount rates. BUT .
. . here are a couple of facts to keep in
mind: The Con Suite's Hospitality crew
are purchasing hotel liquor and wine to be
served by a hotel bartender who will be
responsible for checking IDs of anyone
appearing underage. This puts any
liability problems in the lap of the hotel.
Any of you who arrange to have. parties,
either in the Con Suite or in another
suite, will be on your own as to
responsibility for serving any alcoholic
beverages. Also, there will be plenty of
places to enjoy a cigarette, but a new
Arizona law prohibits smoking in places
displaying "no smoking" signs or in
public meeting rooms.

All major functions of the convention
will be in Phoenix Civic Plaza: Trade

continued on page 6











































































