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1987 NASFiC * September 3-7, 1987
PROGRESS REPORT 3

Phoenix, Arizona: Adams Hilton; Hyatt Regency;
Heritage Hotel; San Carlos Hotel; and the Phoenix
Civic PlazaConvention Center

Pro Guest of Honor: Hal Clement
Fan Guest of Honor: Marjii Ellers
Toastmaster: Julius Schwartz

Plus a Cast of Hundreds!!!
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OUR GUESTS OF
HONOR

OUR PROFESSIONAL GUEST of Honor
is Mr. Hal Clement, well known writer,
scientist, artist and teacher. His first
published story, "Proof”, appeared in
Astounding Science Fiction at the height
of the Golden Age of Science Fiction.
Probably his best loved work is
contained in a series of novels once
featured by ASF: Mission of Gravity,
1953; Close to Critical, 1958; and Star
Light, 1971. Mission of Gravity
concerns the struggles of some very
intriguing aliens and a team of humans
(both on a high-gravity planet) who
collaborate on an arduous journey to
retrieve a vital component from a crashed
space probe. Mr. Clement combines his
knowledge of hard science with
fascination for aliens and alien worlds
into thoroughly intriguing scenarios. He
has also published many science articles
under his full name, Harry Clement
Stubbs. NASFiC and NESFA Press are
producing a collection of his fiction and
fact work as a limited-run souvenir
publication for CactusCon members
(details elsewhere in this PR). We will
take great pleasure in presenting Mr.
Clement as our Pro Guest of Honor to
members of the 1987
NASFiC/CACTUSCON.

FAN GUEST OF HONOR

WHAT KIND OF WOMAN is this
Marjii Ellers anyway? Here are some of
the things she has done: given birth to
three sons as different as any three
humans on earth; closed down one lane
of a freeway to scrape her granddaughter's
dog off the pavement; eamed her Student
Pilot's license; appeared in the Police
Gazette with a pearl in her navel; bashed
a drunken Indian over the head with a
copy of Seashore Animals of the Pacific
Coast during a street brawl; collected
and preserved a world-class chiton;

appeared twice on game shows, winning
everything they had to offer; conducted
a union election; fell off a stage in a dog
suit; kissed Isaac Asimov and lots more.
What kind of woman is Marjii Ellers?
Take a guess. Double it. Not even
close! You will meet her at CactusCon in
September.

OUR TOASTMASTER

EDITOR OF D.C. COMICS Julius
Schwartz will be Toastmaster for the
1987 NASFiC/CACTUSCON. Mr.
Schwartz has been agent for famous
members of the science fiction
community (such as Leigh Brackett and
Ray Bradbury). We will be very honored
to have him join us on Labor Day
Weekend. More about him in Progress

Report 4!

A WORD FROM OUR
SPONSOR, CASFS

THE 1987 NASFiC, CactusCon, is
sponsored by the Central Arizona
Speculative Fiction Society, Inc., a
501(c)3 corporation located in Phoenix,
Arizona. We can be contacted at PO Box
11743, Phoenix, Arizona 85061
Membership in CASFES is $12 per year,
plus $3 initial application fee. We meet
on the last Friday of each month at 8pm
at the Cafe Casino on the comer of 24th

Street and Camelback Road.




WHAT IS THERE TO A
NASFiC?
Bruce Farr, Chairman

WE WERE AUTHORIZED by the World
Science Fiction Society's 1985
convention, the Worldcon, to conduct a
science fiction/fantasy convention called
the NASFiC. That stands for North
American Science Fiction Convention.
Our official name is "CactusCon". A
NASFIC is conducted whenever the
WorldCon is held outside North America
(the 1987 WorldCon will be in Brighton,
England).

Some Convention Highlights:

1. Free Bheer in the Con Suite: by
buying hotel bheer which is served by a
hotel bartender, we avoid current liability
insurance problems.

2. A Professional Stage, Lighting
System, and Ballroom seating over 3000
for the Masquerade. (The facility even
has dressing rooms for participants.)

3. Convention discount buying power
when you arrange for us to buy party
supplies for your bid or other groups.

4. Early Setup for Artists and Dealers on
Wednesday, September 2, an entire day
before those rooms open.

5. Professional Exhibit space for
publishers and other professionals,
including a during-con Trade Show.

6. Discounted Suite rates from our two
major hotels, including our Party and
Headquarters

10. A Special Discount Air Fare at 5%
below American's lowest rate arranged by
Ladera Travel and CactusCon.

11. No corkage at our Party Hotel, the
Hyatt Regency.

12. A 10th Anniversary Star Wars
Celebration.

13. A 1987 NASFiC Souvenir book of
stories by GOH Hal Clement from NESFA
Press available for pre-con ordering (see
Membership Application form at back
of this PR). Details under SOUVENIR
BOOK (see Table of Contents).

We expect 3000-5000 to attend our
convention, making it just slightly
smaller than a WorldCon. The only
major difference between our convention
and the WorldCon will be that we won't

CactusCon will be using the facilities
of two major convention hotels as well
as a giant convention center, the
Phoenix Civic Plaza (just two blocks
from the furthest of our four hotels, see
map elsewhere in this PR). The Plaza
will host the Main Program, Films,
Video, Art Show, Exhibit Hall, Dealers'
Room and the main Saturday night
Masquerade as well as many other
daytime functions. Nighttime activities
will be in the hotels.

This promises to be a truly world-
class convention, hosted by a very
experienced group. We welcome all of
you to join us in Phoenix over Labor
Day Weekend 1987!

UPCOMING IN
PROGRESS REPORT 4

THE NEXT PR will include an updated
list of confirmed program participants, a
list of program events and tentative
schedule, artists in the Art Show,

dealers, and much more about CactusCon,
the 1987 NASFiC! Mailing date is
7/15/87 with an anticipated copy count
of 4000.
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