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Editor's First & Last

The media is all up-in-arms over some nancial crisis. It seems the harder they
yell the sky is falling the more it falls. Funny how that works. Well, I ve got
the de nitive answer. Just go to cons, independent book and comic book stores
and spend all of your holiday money there and in the Dealers Room. They Il stay
in business, keep schlepping their stuff to cons and help keep our way of life
intact.

Then theres the election. By now, Opulent Obama or Maverick McCain has
been elected (unless it was really close and theres another one of those appeals
to the Supreme Court). Yawn. After three years of political posturing for the
presidency, I dont know about you, I m on overload.

So, its time for TusCon. Time for a break from all the hoo-ha. Diana Gabaldon is
one of the most entertaining speakers I ve ever heard. If you miss her Guest of
Honor panel, youre likely to miss at least one story which will leave a blush on
your face, your sides heaving with laughter and a twinkle in your eye as you sit
with rapt attention.

This year brings the return of our successful anime room from last year, more
wondrous Wolf and Fred-gnawed videos (schedule, selection and remarks
slaved-over by Wolf Forrest in a dark, dank, water-dripping musty vestibule, a
secret, forgotten corner of his abode, for six months prior to the Con). Also art
show, panels, readings, board and computer gaming, and those unforgettable
parties. Not to mention

one of the new seven

deadly sins, Marji

Koskys freshly-baked

chocolate chip cookies in

the ConSuite. Plus, the

conversation of a lifetime!

What more could any

sentient want?

S0, go enjoy the con.
Shoo! | have to go, I can
smell a fresh batch of
cookies just coming out
of the oven.

Daniel Arthur
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[Diana Gabaldon

This year we are ecstatic to have Diana Gabaldon as our Guest of Honor
at TusCon. She is the author of the award-winning, NYT-bestselling
OUTLANDER novels, described by Salon magazine as the smartest
historical sci- adventure-romance story ever written by a science Ph.D.
with a background in scripting Scrooge McDuck comics.

Her adventure began in 1991 with the classic

OUTLANDER ( historical ction with a Moebius

twist ), continued through ve more New York

Times-bestselling novels--DRAGONFLY IN

AMBER, VOYAGER, DRUMS OF AUTUMN,

THE FIERY CROSS, and A BREATH OF

SNOW AND ASHES andanon ction

(well, relatively) companion volume, THE

OUTLANDISH COMPANION, which

provides copious details on the settings,

background, characters, research, and writing of

the novels. Gabaldon (its pronounced GAH-bull-

dohn rhymes with stone ) has also written two

historical mysteries, LORD JOHN AND

THE PRIVATE MATTER, and LORD JOHN AND THE BROTHERHOOD
OF THE BLADE, as well as several novellas featuring Lord John Grey
(which appear together in volume form as LORD JOHN AND THE HAND
OF DEVILS).

Diana is presently working on the seventh volume in the main series, to be
titled AN ECHO IN THE BONIE, the third Lord John novel (LORD JOHN
AND THE SCOTTISH PRISONER), and a graphic novel (based on the
OUTLANDER books) for Ballantine.

In addition, she is penning a contemporary mystery series, set in Phoenix,
and has written Highly Scholarly Introductions (with masses of footnotes)
to recent Modern Library editions of Sir Walter Scotts IVANHOE, and
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